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Foreword
This book is a study of the unique revelation in Scripture on the
power and influence of spoken words, and what Jesus in particular
had to say about it. We will study Jesus’ creative majesty through His
spoken words and see how the early church observed and emulated
Him. We will also study the power of God’s issued Christian armor
and understand it lays useless in its locker until we put it on. We
will look at how the early church “turned the world upside down”
through their committed faith and corresponding words, and how
the father of the Christian faith against all odds learned to believe
and receive his heir who would possess the Promised Land.
Also included are some special prayer insights from the books of
James and Job I recognized years ago that have been peculiarly overlooked by both the mainstream and charismatic church.
This writing invites the church to accept the gift of the Bible at
face value, believe in the authority Jesus endowed the church with
2,000 years ago, fellowship with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
daily, and always believe and speak God’s Bible-inspired truth.
Some move in Christ’s authority fervently as spiritual warriors.
Others go about their days in peaceful quiet letting the Word of God
direct and protect their way. Quietly or fervently loud, the Word of
God enforces His will.
The Author
Mark Norris
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The Seventy and
the Early Church

Luke 10:17-20
17 The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the
demons are subject to us in Your name.”
18 And He said to them, “I was watching Satan fall from
heaven like lightning.
19 Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents
and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and
nothing will injure you.
20 Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are
subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in
heaven.”
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J

esus shared this revelation with the seventy during His last year
of earthly ministry (Luke 9:51). Who the seventy were and what
transpired during their accounts isn’t made known in Scripture
except their joy in saying “Lord, even the demons are subject to us
in Your name!” They were the “harvest is plentiful but the laborers
are few” sent ones of Luke 10. The Book of Acts records some of
the apostles’ ministry works. But in Luke’s writing the Holy Spirit
simply said Jesus saw Satan fall from heaven, spirits were subject to
these disciples by reason of Jesus’ shared authority, and that to know
their names were recorded in heaven was more important than their
authority over Satan.
During His post-resurrection time with the disciples Jesus
ordained them with essentially the same authority bestowed earlier
in Luke.
Mark 16:14-20
14 Afterward He appeared to the eleven themselves as they
were reclining at the table; and He reproached them for their
unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed
those who had seen Him after He had risen.
15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach
the gospel to all creation.
16 He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved;
but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.
17 These signs will accompany those who have believed: in
My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new
tongues;
18 they will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly
poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick,
and they will recover.”
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19 So then, when the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He
was received up into heaven and sat down at the right hand
of God.
20 And they went out and preached everywhere, while the
Lord worked with them, and confirmed the word by the
signs that followed.
Because Jesus said these tremendous ministry signs would confirm His Word, they did. He spoke everything into existence that we
live in and around and modeled this miracle truth throughout His
ministry.

Jesus Created the Heavens
and Earth with Words
Colossians 1:15,16 says it was Jesus who created heaven and
earth.
Colossians 1:15,16
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation.
16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities — all things have been
created through Him and for Him.
John says it this way:
John 1:1-5
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God.
2 He was in the beginning with God.
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3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from
Him nothing came into being that has come into being.
4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.
5 The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
comprehend it.

Genesis Tells Us How Jesus Did It
Genesis 1:1-3
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
2 The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the
surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over
the surface of the waters.
3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.
Genesis 1:6
6 Then God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of
the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.”
Genesis 1:9
9 Then God said, “Let the waters below the heavens be gathered into one place, and let the dry land appear”; and it was so.
Genesis 1:14-15
14 Then God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the
heavens to separate the day from the night, and let them be
for signs and for seasons and for days and years;
15 and let them be for lights in the expanse of the heavens to
give light on the earth”; and it was so.
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Genesis 1:20,21
20 Then God said, “Let the waters teem with swarms of
living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth in the open
expanse of the heavens.”
21 God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarmed after their
kind, and every winged bird after its kind; and God saw that
it was good.
Genesis 1:24
24 Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures
after their kind: cattle and creeping things and beasts of the
earth after their kind”; and it was so.
Genesis 1:26,27
26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea
and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God
He created him; male and female He created them.
The Book of Genesis tells us Jesus spoke everything we can see,
touch, feel, and hear into existence with His spoken Word. The
Hebrew word for “said” (aw-mar) in these Genesis passages means
just that, to utter, say. Said, say, speak are all derivatives. And when
Jesus said, He created something out of nothing (Latin: exnihilo).
This is the first great lesson of faith recorded in the Bible given New
Testament instruction in Hebrews 11:3.
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Hebrews 11:3
3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by
the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of
things which are visible.

Overcoming Satanic Temptations
with the Quoted Word
When Jesus was tempted by the devil at the start of His earthly
ministry He answered Satan’s lies with quoted Bible words.
Matthew 4:1-11
4 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to
be tempted by the devil.
2 And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He
then became hungry.
3 And the tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son
of God, command that these stones become bread.”
4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not
live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of
the mouth of God’” (Deuteronomy 8:3).
5 Then the devil took Him into the holy city and had Him
stand on the pinnacle of the temple,
6 and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command His angels
concerning You’; and ‘On their hands they will bear You up,
So that You will not strike Your foot against a stone.’”
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7 Jesus said to him, “On the other hand, it is written, ‘You
shall not put the Lord your God to the test’” (Deuteronomy
6:6).
8 Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and
showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory;
9 and he said to Him, “All these things I will give You, if You
fall down and worship me.”
10 Then Jesus said to him, “Go, Satan! For it is written,
‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only’”
(Deuteronomy 6:13).
11 Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and
began to minister to Him.

Jesus’ Creative Word Lesson
During the last week of His earthly ministry Jesus told a tree it
would never bear fruit again, and when they passed by the next day
it was dead (Mark 11:20). What a revelation this was to the disciples
and the Church to know that God Who created heaven and earth
with His spoken word shared the creative process with us in this
gospel passage. And that the direction of this teaching was to equip
His church. “Whoever says, and does not doubt in his heart, but
believes what he says is going to happen, it will be granted him.”
I didn’t say it, the Word of Faith Church didn’t say it, Jesus said it
after demonstrating the truth.
Matthew 11:12-26
12 On the next day, when they had left Bethany, He became
hungry.
13
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13 Seeing at a distance a fig tree in leaf, He went to see if
perhaps He would find anything on it; and when He came
to it, He found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season
for figs.
14 He said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again!”
And His disciples were listening.
20 As they were passing by in the morning, they saw the fig
tree withered from the roots up.
21 Being reminded, Peter said to Him, “Rabbi, look, the fig
tree which You cursed has withered.”
22 And Jesus answered saying to them, “Have faith in God.
23 Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be
taken up and cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his
heart, but believes that what he says is going to happen, it
will be granted him.
24 Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray
and ask, believe that you have received them, and they will
be granted you.
25 Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your Father who is in heaven
will also forgive you your transgressions.
26 But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father who
is in heaven forgive your transgressions.”
The most important declaration in this pure gospel doctrine is
Jesus’ admonition in vs. 25 to ensure our personal forgiveness by forgiving others so our lives won’t be in vain; then stand with the Lord
in His Word of Truth.
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Emphasizing again the spiritual authority of speaking faith in
Matthew 17:20, Jesus said: if you have faith the size of a mustard
seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’
and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to you.
Jesus allegorized the way confident faith grows with a mustard
seed in Mark 4:30-32.
Mark 4:30-32
30 And He said, “How shall we picture the kingdom of God,
or by what parable shall we present it?
31 “It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the
soil, though it is smaller than all the seeds that are upon the
soil,
32 yet when it is sown, it grows up and becomes larger than
all the garden plants and forms large branches; so that THE
BIRDS OF THE AIR can NEST UNDER ITS SHADE.”
In other words, if you have faith that grows through planting the
seed of God’s Word in your heart, you will live, and speak, in faith.
Mark 4:8,9
8 Other seeds fell into the good soil, and as they grew up and
increased, they yielded a crop and produced thirty, sixty, and
a hundredfold.”
9 And He was saying, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
What a superb parable God applied in Mark 4 to teach us the
process of believing God’s truth. In vvs. 13-20 Jesus allegorized the
response of four types of people who hear His Word, three of which
reject it. The fourth who receives is explained in vs. 8.
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You won’t grow in faith by simply attending church. You need to
take the scriptural truths church leadership teaches in private study
to sow that truth into your heart. You need to pay attention to the
Word in private Bible study and prayer to plant the Word in your
heart. Have ears to hear? When you cast the seed of God’s Word on
the soil of your brain (soul) and heart (spirit), Jesus said, you will
grow in faith.
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Jesus’ Spoken Miracles

T

he gospels reveal many examples of Jesus’ miracle speech.

The Galilee storm: And He got up and rebuked the wind and
said to the sea, “Hush, be still.” And the wind died down and it
became perfectly calm (Mark 4:39).
The widow’s dead son: 14 He said, “Young man, I say to you,
arise!” 15 The dead man sat up and began to speak. And Jesus gave
him back to his mother (Luke 7:14,15).
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The miracle meal: He blessed (eulogeo: to speak well of) the
food, and breaking the loaves He gave them to the disciples, and the
disciples gave them to the crowds (Matthew 14:19).
The leper: Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” And immediately his leprosy was
cleansed (Matthew 8:3).
The Gadarenes demon-possessed men: He said to them, “Go!”
And they came out and went into the swine, and the whole herd
rushed down the steep bank into the sea and perished in the water
(Matthew 8:32).
The paralytic: then He said to the paralytic, “Get up, pick up
your bed and go home.” 7 And he got up and went home (Matthew
9:6,7).
The synagogue ruler’s daughter: He said, “Leave; for the girl has
not died, but is asleep.” And they began laughing at Him. 25 But
when the crowd had been sent out, He entered and took her by the
hand, and the girl got up (Matthew 9:24,25).
Two blind men: Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am
able to do this?” They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” 29 Then He touched
their eyes, saying, “It shall be done to you according to your faith.”
30 And their eyes were opened (Matt 9:29,30).
The deaf and dumb man: Jesus took him aside from the crowd,
by himself, and put His fingers into his ears, and after spitting, He
touched his tongue with the saliva; 34 and looking up to heaven with
a deep sigh, He said to him, “Ephphatha!” that is, “Be opened!”
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35 And his ears were opened, and the impediment of his
tongue was removed, and he began speaking plainly (Mark
7:33-35).
Ten lepers: When He saw them, He said to them, “Go and show
yourselves to the priests.” And as they were going, they were cleansed
(Luke 17:14).
The royal official’s son: Jesus said to him, “Go; your son lives.”
The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and started off.
51 As he was now going down, his slaves met him, saying that his son
was living (John 4:50,51).
The lame man at the Pool of Bethesda: Jesus said to him, “Get
up, pick up your pallet and walk.” 9 Immediately the man became
well, and picked up his pallet and began to walk (John 5:8,9).
Another blind Man: When He had said this, He spat on the
ground, and made clay of the spittle, and applied the clay to his
eyes, 7 and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is
translated, Sent). So he went away and washed, and came back seeing
(John 9:6,7).
The raising of Lazarus: He cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus,
come forth.” 44 The man who had died came forth, bound hand
and foot with wrappings, and his face was wrapped around with a
cloth (Matthew 11:43,44).
The centurion who understood the power of Jesus’ words: “Lord,
do not trouble Yourself further, for I am not worthy for You to come
under my roof; 7 for this reason I did not even consider myself worthy to come to You, but just say the word, and my servant will be
healed. 8 “For I also am a man placed under authority, with soldiers
19
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under me; and I say to this one, ‘Go!’ and he goes, and to another,
‘Come!’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this!’ and he does it.”
9 Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled at him, and turned and
said to the crowd that was following Him, “I say to you, not even in
Israel have I found such great faith.” 10 When those who had been
sent returned to the house, they found the slave in good health (Luke
7:3-10).
It is probable that the centurion’s own faith-filled words released
his servant’s healing the moment Jesus heard them. This Roman captain had obviously witnessed Jesus’ ministry and had great faith in
His healing power.
The cripple at the Pool of Bethesda: “Do you wish to get well?”
7 The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into
the pool when the water is stirred up, but while I am coming, another
steps down before me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Get up, pick up your
pallet and walk.” 9 Immediately the man became well, and picked up
his pallet and began to walk (John 5:6-9).
If this man didn’t believe what Jesus said, he would have remained
sick among the indigent.
We also see Jesus answering the faith of Blind Bartimaeus in
Mark 10:46-52.
51 “What do you want Me to do for you?” And the blind
man said to Him, “Rabboni, I want to regain my sight!”
52 And Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you
well.” Immediately he regained his sight and began following
Him on the road.
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This is an incredible account where this blind beggar rejected the
crowd’s threats to stay quiet, then threw his identifying blind cloak
away after Jesus called for him.
We see the same kind of faith the centurion and blind Bartimaeus exhibited in the woman with unclean menstrual bleeding in
Matthew 9:20–22, Luke 8:43–48, and Mark 5:25-31: …after hearing about Jesus, she came up in the crowd behind Him and touched
His cloak. 28 For she was saying, “If I just touch His garments, I
will get well.” 29 Immediately the flow of her blood was dried up…
The fact of the matter is, Jesus could have performed His many
miracles with only His thoughts. But it is clear for us in Scripture
spoken words released His creative power.
Because of the word in John 21:25, only God and the people
present knew the thousands of other miraculous works Jesus spoke
into existence during His time on earth.
John 21:25
“…there are also many other things which Jesus did, which
if they were written in detail, I suppose that even the world
itself would not contain the books that would be written.”
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The Apostles’
Spoken Miracles

P

raise the Lord for the Bible’s view of the Author and Perfecter of
our faith’s demonstration of the power of His spoken word in the
gospels. Remember, Jesus’ authorization and confession demonstration was for the benefit of the church. He didn’t care about dates. He
used the date tree as a teaching point to reveal this powerful truth. To
deny this Bible teaching in our Christian heritage is to reject Jesus’
authority bestowed on the men in Luke 10 and Mark 16.
In Acts we see Christ’s shared power ministry not seen in the gospels. The church moved forward just as they had before He went to
heaven, speaking the gospel, with the signs and wonders promised,
this time with biblical record of their acts.
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Acts 5:12
12 At the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were
taking place among the people; and they were all with one
accord in Solomon’s portico.

Peter
Acts 2:14
14 But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice
and declared to them...
Acts 2:37
37 Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart,
and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what
shall we do?”
38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
The result of Peter’s church birthing sermon was those who had
received his word “were baptized; and that day there were added about
three thousand souls. They were continually devoting themselves to
the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
to prayer, and kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and
signs were taking place through the apostles” (Acts 2:41-43). Why?
Because the disciples believed Jesus’ words and spoke.
When Peter confronted the lame man begging outside of their
daily prayer meetings he didn’t look mystically at him and religiously
raise his arms. He spoke words that effected his healing: 6 “But Peter
said, ‘I do not possess silver and gold, but what I do have I give
to you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene—walk!’ ” 7 And
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seizing him by the right hand, he raised him up; and immediately his
feet and his ankles were strengthened (Acts 3:6,7).
The former fisherman was so anointed that “believers” brought
the sick out into the streets in the hopes of at least coming under the
shade of his shadow. Wow.
Acts 5:14-16
14 And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of men
and women, were constantly added to their number,
15 to such an extent that they even carried the sick out
into the streets and laid them on cots and pallets, so that
when Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on any
one of them.
16 Also the people from the cities in the vicinity of Jerusalem were coming together, bringing people who were sick or
afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all being healed.
Why? Because of preaching [speaking] God’s will and the power
of the Holy Spirit to manifest in an atmosphere of expectant faith.
When Peter raised Tabitha, he said, “Tabitha arise, and she
opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter, she sat up” (Acts 9:40).
At the Gentile Army officer Cornelius’ house: 44 “While Peter
was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those
who were listening to the message. 45 All the circumcised believers
who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit
had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 46 For they were hearing
them speaking with tongues and exalting God. Then Peter answered,
47 “Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who
have received the Holy Spirit just as we did, can he?” 48 And he
25

Words

ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they
asked him to stay on for a few days (Acts 10:44-48).

Paul
When Paul confronted Simon the Sorcerer on Salimas, he didn’t
look at him and mystically lift his hands. He spoke words that blinded
this ally of Satan and saved a Roman political leader.
Acts 13:10-12
10 Paul filled with the Holy Spirit, fixed his gaze on him,
11 and said, “You who are full of all deceit and fraud, you
son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not
cease to make crooked the straight ways of the Lord? Now,
behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you will be
blind and not see the sun for a time.” And immediately a mist
and a darkness fell upon him, and he went about seeking
those who would lead him by the hand.
12 Then the proconsul believed when he saw what had happened, being amazed at the teaching of the Lord.
When the woman with the spirit of divination harassed Paul he
spoke words to cast the spirit out:
Acts 16:17,18
17 Following after Paul and us, she kept crying out, saying,
“These men are bond-servants of the Most High God, who
are proclaiming to you the way of salvation.”
18 She continued doing this for many days. But Paul was
greatly annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, “I
command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of
her!” And it came out at that very moment.
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Paul an Silas’ words of praise released the power of God to destroy
the prison they were bound in to set every captive free:
Acts 16: 25, 26
25 But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying (speaking) and singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners
were listening to them;
26 and suddenly there came a great earthquake, so that the
foundations of the prison house were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were
unfastened.
The jailer received Jesus through the preaching of Paul when he
witnessed the miraculous event (vvs. 27-32).
The same speaking faith was true when Paul raised the boy who
fell out of the window when listening to the apostle teach:
Acts 20:9-12
9 And there was a young man named Eutychus sitting on
the window sill, sinking into a deep sleep; and as Paul kept
on talking, he was overcome by sleep and fell down from the
third floor and was picked up dead.
10 But Paul went down and fell upon him, and after embracing him, he said, “Do not be troubled, for his life is in
him.”
11 When he had gone back up and had broken the bread and
eaten, he talked with them a long while until daybreak, and
then left.
12 They took away the boy alive, and were greatly comforted.
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Paul here in Troas, like Jesus in the synagogue ruler’s home (Matthew 9:24,25), gave life to the dead and called into being that which
did not exist (Romans 4:17). Calling the things that aren’t as though
they are is how Jesus created the universe. We’ll look at that teaching
closely when we study the faith of Abraham in Chapter 7.
The father of Publius on the island of Malta was miraculously
healed through the faith-filled words of Paul:
Acts 28:8
8 And it happened that the father of Publius was lying in bed
afflicted with recurrent fever and dysentery; and Paul went
in to see him and after he had prayed, he laid his hands on
him and healed him.

Jesus’ Direction for
“Binding” and “Loosing”
When Jesus finally drew His disciples aside to test their understanding of Him and their ministry, Peter by revelation of the Holy
Spirit acknowledged that He was the Christ. In response Jesus told
Him an astounding truth:
Matthew 16:17-19
17 And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona,
because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My
Father who is in heaven.
18 “I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I
will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.
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19 “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and
whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in
heaven.”
This was a fuller revelation unveiled to these men by the world’s
Creator of His calling mankind to Himself with the authority Jesus
shared with them in Luke 10 and Mark 16. The word “bind” in
Greek means forbid; “loose” means allow.
“You have authority to speak my Kingdom truth and see it come
to pass in the face of the world’s opposing knowledge, and you have
authority to forbid the powers of the world’s lies in the face of my
Kingdom truth.” This truth will make the head spin of anyone who
meditates on it. The power of our words can allow God’s influence in
the culture of the world surrounding us. The world media will never
acknowledge it, but it is true nevertheless.
We see this clearly in the Book of Acts where the obedience of
speaking the gospel “turned the world upside down” as the world
then knew it.
Acts 17:6 KJV
6 And when they found them not, they drew Jason and
certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, crying, These that
have turned the world upside down are come hither also….
The New American Standard version says “upset the world”:
Acts 17:6
6b“These men who have upset the world have come here
also….”
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If you are born again, you’re part of the joyful church that Jesus
authorized to redeem our lost world through His charge in Luke 10,
Mark 11, and Mark 16. But you’ll need to leave the world of natural
reason if you’re to ever understand and act in authorized speaking
faith.
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The Armor of God

James 4:7
7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee
from you.

T

he words a Christian speaks can bring life or death, victory or
defeat, carrying with them the authority Jesus bestowed in Luke
10 and Mark 16. Ministry is spiritual warfare tactically deployed to
defeat the enemy and clear the battlefield, and in Ephesians’ Chapter
6 unique armor revelation, the one offensive weapon mentioned with
the rest of Jesus’ equipping armor is the sword of the spirit, the
Word of God.
31

Words

Sword of the Spirit
Ephesians 6:17
17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God.
The Word of God embodies all that God is historically, in the
present, and to come. When the Christian hides him or herself in the
presence of all God is, allowing His Word to endow the reality of our
mindframe, we stand on behalf of Him in the face of life. When we
speak His sword of the Spirit principalities and powers must submit
to His decree.
When John saw the world’s Creator in in His resurrection glory
on the Island Patmos and at His Second Coming, He was seen with
a two-edged sword coming out of his mouth.

The Sword of Christ’s Mouth
Revelation 1:12-16
12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me.
And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands;
13 and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son
of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded
across His chest with a golden sash.
14 His head and His hair were white like white wool, like
snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire.
15 His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been
made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound
of many waters.
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16 In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His
mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was
like the sun shining in its strength.
Revelation 2:12-17
12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write:
The One who has the sharp two-edged sword says this:
13 ‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is; and you
hold fast My name, and did not deny My faith even in the
days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was killed
among you, where Satan dwells.
14 But I have a few things against you, because you have
there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept
teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of
Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of
immorality.
15 So you also have some who in the same way hold the
teaching of the Nicolaitans.
16 Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you quickly,
and I will make war against them with the sword of My
mouth.
17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches. To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of
the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and a
new name written on the stone which no one knows but he
who receives it.’
Revelation 19:11,15
11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and
He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.
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15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it
He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them
with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce
wrath of God, the Almighty.

The Breath of Christ’s Mouth
In 2 Thessalonians 2 Paul details Jesus’ use of this Second Coming sword as “the breath of His mouth”:
7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he
who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way.
8 Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will
slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by
the appearance of His coming;
9 that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity
of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders,
10 and with all the deception of wickedness for those who
perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so
as to be saved.
Jesus won’t blow the antichrist into hell with the breath of His
mouth when He returns. He will speak the sword of His Word to the
enemy’s destruction.
Prophesying Jesus’ day in 700 BC Isaiah said:
Isaiah 11:4
4 But with righteousness He will judge the poor,
And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth;
And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth,
And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked.
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Get It Out of The Locker
and Put It On
Because the Church has been authorized to put into subjection
demon spirits, Paul tells us in Ephesians 6:10 to be strong in the Lord
and in the strength of His might, and to—
11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to
stand firm against the schemes of the devil.
12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood but
against the rulers, against the powers, against the world
forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of
wickedness in the heavenly places.
13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you
will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.
14 Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with
truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness,
15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the
gospel of peace;
16 in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with
which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows
of the evil one.
17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God.
18 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the
Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints,
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19 and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given
to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with
boldness the mystery of the gospel,
20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak (Ephesians
6:10-20).
God became man to redeem us from death, sickness and disease,
and the second death. Then He left those who believed in Him following his resurrection to carry on the good work of speaking the
gospel to save, heal, and bring humanity out of darkness into His
marvelous light. When you speak God’s Word, it is a sword in your
mouth. Don’t say, “yes, but that was Jesus, and I’m just a man or
woman.” The armor was bestowed on you to give you His protection
and sword. Believe and speak His Word. You don’t have to get wild in
it all. Simply believe the Word of your armor. Be quiet if that’s you.
Put it on, and when the powers of darkness challenge your blessed
Christian life, understand the covenant God has cut with you and
speak His Word. Check it out of your armory daily as discussed next
in chapter 5, and He will fight with you.
Hebrews 4:12,13
12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper
than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to
judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart
13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all
things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom
we have to do.
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E

ach of the pieces of Christian armor Paul reveals by the Spirit in
Ephesians’ one of a kind passage teaches the born-again Christian, like the apostles, can be empowered by the Word of God to
both defend and assault Satan’s spiritual forces of darkness through
the armoring of God’s Word. Ephesians 6:10-20 reads as a weapons
field manual for those called to war in the field.
Girding the loins with truth or drawing up the robes common
in those days and tying them around the legs is a faith-based mobilization tactic empowering action. No army simply bivouacs if they
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want to defeat an enemy. They must stay on the move and be aware
to outmaneuver the opposing force.
The breastplate of righteousness is donned in the protective
power of God’s Word to identify the wearer as an heir of God with
all the rights and privileges of salvation (1 John 3:1-3).
Righteousness is a gift of grace saving faith that justifies us in
right standing with God for putting our faith in Jesus’ offering for
our sin.
2 Corinthians 5:21
21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf,
so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
Shodding (equipping) the feet with “the preparation of the
gospel of peace” (study, ministry, prayer) speaks of mission and
mobilization to fulfill it (vs. 15).
Shouldering the shield of faith in God’s word (v. 16) protects
from Satan’s offensive weapons related as fiery arrows (his lying
thoughts and schemes) God’s field commander instructs us to take
captive in 2 Corinthians 10:5.
2 Corinthians 10:3-5
3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according
to the flesh,
4 for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but
divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.
5 We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing
raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are
taking every thought captive to the obedience [Word] of
Christ…
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Speculations and lofty church doctrines that strip the believer
of Christ’s authority have made much of the church helpless victims
over the years.
The helmet of salvation, living in the Word of God’s inheritance
and reality, again, protects our thoughts.
Our main offensive weapon, the sword of the Spirit, which
is the word of God, equips the Christian offensively against the
spiritual forces of wickedness that daily challenge the truth of God
throughout the earth.
Paul goes on…19 and pray on my behalf, that utterance may
be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with
boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought
to speak.
We fight fallen powers by praying for ourselves and others in
faith through the language of the Spirit only available to the born
again, and praying the will of God with the sword of the Spirit’s effectual prayer. This is not a work, but an opportunity of grace
through faith.

Our Divinely Empowered Armor
Is Stored for Use Until We Put It On
The “armory” in the military is where a unit’s weapons are stored
by an armorer for training and war. In Army Basic Training I’d check
out my M-16 rifle daily for drill, training, and live-fire. As a medic
in my assigned nuclear missile battalion I checked out my .45 caliber
sidearm when we trained in the field, and my assigned M-16 and .45
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when we fired yearly at the range. The mechanized infantry battalion that shared my artillery battalion’s European installation checked
their weapons out daily to train and fire.
Similarly, Paul’s “table of organization and equipment” (TO&E)
revelation in Ephesians 6 should serve as the armory of God’s ecclesiastical garrison. A U.S. Army TO&E includes a unit’s staffing
and equipment. Units form, train, and operate as prescribed by the
TO&E. The church’s spiritual weapons in our armory need to be
checked out daily so we can stand firm against the schemes of the
devil daily as Colonel Paul’s TO&E lays out. If we don’t choose to
be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might by believing
the Word of God and putting our armor on in accordance with our
mission, it stays in its locker untouched, and unused. Then the Soldiers (church) in Jesus’ TO&E essentially become prisoners of war
– enslaved to the lying thoughts of Satan’s TO&E. He is at war. We
better be too.

Tactics Are In the Manual: Style Is Up to You
Some Christians wear God’s armor zealously as prayer warriors
wherever they are. I’m known to get that way in prayer gatherings. It’s a
powerful experience to partner with other believers in an atmosphere
of the Holy Spirit’s presence and biblical prayer. When pastoring,
Alisa and I saw healings as we joined together in fervent tongues
and scriptural prayer in agreement for Jesus’ purpose. I know, such
prayer isn’t every Christian’s cup of tea. The Christian must simply
accept the gift of the Bible, believe in the Bible, fellowship with the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit daily, be aware daily of God’s direction,
and at every task and turn believe and speak Bible-inspired speech
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for ourselves and others. Quietly or fervently loud, the Word of God
enforces His will.
James 5:16
16 The effective fervent prayer of a righteous man can avail
much (KJV).

The Seven Sons of Sceva
Believing Bible faith in God’s spoken Word in our lives is key.
When the seven sons of Sceva tried to cast demons out of a man as
Paul had, the demons beat them up and stripped them, because there
was no faith.
Acts 19:15,16
15 “…I recognize Jesus, and I know about Paul, but who are
you?”
16 And the man, in whom was the evil spirit, leaped on them
and subdued all of them and overpowered them, so that they
fled out of that house naked and wounded.
This is why Paul refers to the Scriptures as the Word of Faith.
Studying, meditating (memorizing and quoting), and speaking them
are the born-again believer’s spiritual inheritance. Understanding
who Christ made us to be and knowing that as we submit to God
and resist the devil he will flee (James 4:7) should bring comfort to us
every day. What was true for Joshua is true for us today:
Joshua 1:8,9
8 “This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth,
but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may
be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then
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you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have
success.
9 “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous!
Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the Lord your God is
with you wherever you go.
Proverbs 18:21
Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who
love it will eat its fruit.
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Hebrews 4:12
12 The word of God is living and active and sharper than any
two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul
and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the
thoughts and intentions of the heart.

T

he Word of God, Paul reveals in this verse, is alive and interactive within the spiritual and carnal realms to redeem fallen
humanity throughout the earth. When a human being repents of sin
and accepts Jesus Christ’s redemption, God’s Word cuts through the
sinful mindset dominated by carnal, iniquitous living and blesses the
core of our being with the presence of His Holy Spirit. This is the
most fundamental personal truth of speaking faith.
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The day I repented you could cut the air with a knife as the Holy
Spirit confirmed in my spirit, “I’m real.” I was reading a Christian
book. “Now get with other people who have had this same experience.” My faith and confession came as a result of years of drawing.
“It’s real, you’re real” was my simple confession while I asked for
forgiveness. Then my spirit was recreated as His presence filled the
room and my life.
There’s nothing in the Spirit realm subtle about it. God’s Word
created the universe we live in — and recreates the inward man
of Adam’s descendants every time a human prays for forgiveness.
“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things
passed away; behold, new things have come” (1 Corinthians 5:17).
And He does this, through righteous-based speaking faith.
Paul tells us how this happens in Romans 10:
Romans 10:6-10
6 But the righteousness based on faith speaks as follows: “Do
not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ (that
is, to bring Christ down),
7 or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ (that is, to bring
Christ up from the dead).”
8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth
and in your heart”—that is, the word of faith which we are
preaching,
9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead,
you will be saved;
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10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in
salvation.
Paul isn’t speaking only of new birth salvation here. He is revealing the covenant gift of embracing and confessing the promises of
God’s Word throughout our Christian lives.
…for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness,
and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.

World Creating Speech
Anything most understood on the day of our salvation through
the Holy Spirit’s conviction was we were sinners in need of God’s forgiveness, and we spoke it out. As I grew in God’s truth I finally read
Genesis 1 where God spoke everything into existence. This really
challenged my faith. I don’t know what else would have seemed more
reasonable to my quickly renewing humanistic mind. The “accident”
of evolution never made logical sense. But after reading through
Genesis 1 where God simply spoke creation into existence, I prayed
the unbelieving father’s words in Mark 9:24: “Lord I believe, help my
unbelief,” and a week later I received the revelation of Hebrews 11:3:
3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by
the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of
things which are visible.
As time drew on, I understood Jesus who taught the disciples
in Mark 11 to believe in the power of their words was the God of
Genesis Who spoke into existence all of Creation, and that He was
teaching me my first year of salvation to watch my words.
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Mark 11:23, 24
23 Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be
taken up and cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his
heart, but believes that what he says is going to happen, it
will be granted him.
24 Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray
and ask, believe that you have received them, and they will
be granted you.

Think About It
That man differentiates from the animal kingdom through our
God-created ability to speak is so evident that few stop to consider
it. There is never an action that hasn’t been instigated by belief and
words that voice it. Think about it. Your daily life involving love and
comment contains a passion in the words you speak. Your declarations are a matter of your belief and can lift another’s spirit, or crush
it. How much more when we obey the Word of God as the apostles
and speak the promises of God in the face of opposition.
God’s promises are contained throughout the 66 chapters of the
Bible and should be recorded when discovered in your Bible reading.
When my wife Alisa and I pastored the adult singles in a large Los
Angeles area Foursquare church I oversaw the special embossing and
Sr. Pastor’s word of introduction in 500 copies of J. Countryman’s
publication, “God’s Promises for Your Every Need.” This gave our
congregation a good reference of the Holy Spirit’s sword for daily
life. The table of contents directs readers to the Bible’s written promises for various needs, from—“when you want to praise God” — “to
when you’re facing sickness or depression.” We taught our members to refrain from using it as a quick fix remedy only read when
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confronted with need, to read around the passage the promise was
given, then hide the promise in their hearts.
The truth of speaking faith is exclusive to those of us who have
been justified and sanctified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and
have been opened to God’s truth by His Holy Spirit.
1 Corinthians 2:10-13
10 For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the
Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.
11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except
the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts
of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but
the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things
freely given to us by God,
13 which things we also speak, not in words taught by
human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.
The Holy Spirit will convict you to submit to God in the wisdom
of His humility when your are born again. As you continue in His
Word without the influence of corrupting church doctrines that
teach the Holy Spirit quit manifesting at the death of the last apostle,
He will open God’s Word. He will teach you in His wisdom.
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U

nderstanding God’s Word empowers the believing church to
speak His Word and bind Satan in the face of opposing circumstances, we can stay collected and level-headed when the seas of
life are calm, and when adversity poses. This was the case with the
apostles, and with the Old Testament “father of our faith” Abram
during the 25 years it took him to believe for Isaac’s birth. Romans
4:19-25 teaches:
19 Without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his
own body, now as good as dead since he was about a hundred
years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb;
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20 yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver
in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God,
21 and being fully assured that what God had promised, He
was able also to perform.
22 Therefore it was also credited to him as righteousness.
23 Now not for his sake only was it written that it was credited to him,
24 but for our sake also, to whom it will be credited, as those
who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead,
25 He who was delivered over because of our transgressions,
and was raised because of our justification.
Abraham’s call to be a great nation and a blessing to all families in the earth (Genesis 12:2,3) involved the promise of a son to a
barren wife as late in her years as Abraham was in his. They were in
their mid-70s when called, and 100 when Sarah finally gave birth.
Learning to trust what God said in the face of his quarter century
of promise-challenging circumstances made Abraham the father of
Christianity’s resurrection-believing faith.
In the beginning of his journey Abram was vulnerable and unsure
of God’s will. Toward the end at 100 he was unshakable in his belief.
As Jesus said, when God’s Word is planted in the soil of our heart
as small as a mustard seed, it can grow so large that the birds of the
air can nest in its shade (Mark 4:30-32). Having the Scriptures and
the Holy Spirit can make faith growth much faster than a quarter
century. Regardless, believing God’s word in the face of trying circumstances, like Abraham, is the fundamental doctrine of victorious
Christian faith.
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Romans 4:19-21
19 Without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his
own body, now as good as dead since he was about a hundred
years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb;
20 yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver
in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God,
21 and being fully assured that what God had promised, He
was able also to perform.
Abraham spoke personally with Jehovah along his quest that took
25 years to attain the unwavering faith Romans 4 proclaims. In the
early days of his sojourn he was so unconvinced of God’s protection
that he told Pharaoh his beautiful wife was his sister to avoid feared
murder for the ruler’s lust. Pharaoh then took Sarah into his house
resulting in plague because of Abraham’s lie (Genesis 12:10-20). It
got so bad at age 86 after Abram had traveled 11 years that he agreed
with Sarah’s unbelief to mate with their Egyptian servant Hagar who
gave birth to Ishmael. He finally got back on track after that, but the
damage was done.
In the latter part of his years Abraham’s faith was so strong that
he agreed to offer his son as a sacrifice: “considering that God is able
to raise people from the dead.”
Hebrews 11:17-19
17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac,
and he who had received the promises was offering up his
only begotten son;
18 it was he to whom it was said, “IN ISAAC YOUR
DESCENDANTS SHALL BE CALLED.”
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19 He considered that God is able to raise people even from
the dead…
Why? Because faith came by hearing and hearing by the word
of God as Abraham continued in obedience. “For this reason,” Paul
writes, “it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with
grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants,
not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are of
the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all (Romans 4:16-17).

Victorious Faith in Trials According to James
Unlike Abraham, we have the Holy Spirit within and the Scriptures that invite us to rejoice in our salvation and take up the full
armor of God. We have been authorized by Jesus with His blessing to tread on serpents and scorpions and over all the power of
the enemy. And when those serpents and scorpions come creeping
around, James teaches us to consider it all joy, ask God for wisdom in
what is happening, then act in faith.
James 1:2-8
2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter
various trials,
3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.
4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may
be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who
gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be
given to him.
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6 But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one
who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by
the wind.
7 For that man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord,
8 being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
The apostle continues in his one of a kind chapter to enlighten us
on the goodness of God’s nature, to set the record straight.
James 1:12-18
12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he
has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the
Lord has promised to those who love Him.
13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being
tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and
He Himself does not tempt anyone.
14 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and
enticed by his own lust.
15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and
when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.
16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.
17 Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom
there is no variation or shifting shadow.
18 In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the
word of truth (His spoken Word), so that we would be a kind
of first fruits among His creatures.
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In this passage James makes the antagonizer in Christian trials
clear. Everything good thing given, every perfect gift from above is
from the Father. God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself
does not tempt anyone.

Stop, Pray
With this in mind, James says we must stop and ask what’s going
on when a trial hits. We are to first of all acknowledge Jesus’ call and
Lordship over our lives as a matter of covenant faith, then ask for His
revelation to direct us in the fight. Double-minded (faithless) speculation is dealt with harshly in James’ insight.
“But we must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who
doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind. For
that man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the
Lord, being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.” (James
1:6-8). If we think God is our evil tempter when a trial hits; first, we
don’t know James 1:13; second, as double-minded Christians we will
accept the circumstances in our unbelief and allow even more evil
into our lives. It’s up to us, not God, to take the fight to the enemy
with the weapons of our warfare if a trial hits. When we do that, God
will back us up. Faith in the goodness of God and that He watches
over His Word to perform it when we speak and act in faith is always
key.
Ephesians 6:13
…and having done everything, to stand firm…
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In summation of James’ singular Bible teaching on navigating
Christian trials, he also emphasizes the importance of knowing God’s
Word.
James 1:21
21 Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains
of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted,
which is able to save your souls.
The Word implanted, which is able to save your souls, blessed
you with God’s promise of salvation the day you were saved and will
continue to bless you with God’s salvation promises for the rest of
your life.
It is our privilege as Christians to fellowship with God in His
Spirit and to study and act on His Word. Too often the second phrase
of Jesus’ great acknowledgement of Christian truth embracing freedom in John 8:32 is quoted by itself:
“…and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you
free.”
It is the first phrase of His statement that is crucial to the know
the truth that makes us free.
John 8:31,32
31 “If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine;
32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make
you free.”
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Poor Job
Without the revelation of the Holy Spirit’s truth of spiritual warfare, most of the church uses the book of Job to justify life’s defeats.
Satan challenged God over Job’s faithfulness accusing him of being a
selfish fair-weather friend interested only in the riches of prosperity
he received from God, and God took him up on it. It is an astounding account that took place before the writing of the Old Testament
during the epoch of Abraham in the country of his eldest son Esau
when Satan appeared before God to defame his covenant man. We
know today Satan is no longer favored such throne room rights
because of the Word of God in John and Colossians.
John 12:31,32
31 “Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this
world will be cast out.
32 “And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men
to Myself.”
Colossians 2:15
15 When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He
made a public display of them, having triumphed over them
through the cross.
Nevertheless, because of the Book of Job, too many Christians
believe Satan still maintains throne room rights, and that fiery trials
released upon them as Job’s, still occur.
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Job and the Blood
Covenant

Bereth: a cutting where blood flows

Leviticus 17:11
17 ‘For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given
it to you on the altar to make atonement for your souls; for
it is the blood by reason of the life that makes atonement.’

B

efore the public 1400 BC testimony of Moses’ blood covenant
revelation, there were certain men who enjoyed fellowship with
God through blood covenant (Hebrew: bereth; a cutting where blood
flows). Job was one of them. He was a man of faith who worshipped
at a patriarchal age altar.
Blood Covenant men offered innocent animal sacrifice to atone
for sin on a stone piled altar (Hebrew: Mizbeach; to slaughter an
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animal; do sacrifice). Moses was instructed to pile stones as found
to avoid any works (stone cutting) in the sin forgiving rite of blood
atonement (Exodus 20:25). Abel (Genesis 4:4); Noah (Genesis 8:20);
Job (Job 1:5; 52:8); Abraham (Genesis12:7); Isaac (Genesis 26:45);
Jacob (Genesis 33:20); Jethro (Exodus 18:12); and Moses (Exodus
24:4; Leviticus 17:11) all enjoyed this rite of sacrificial offering and
prayer that typed Christ’s fulfillments of every animal sacrifice Moses
finally went public with in the Book of Exodus.
John 1:29
29 ...“behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world!”
Abel’s offering of “the firstlings of his flock, and of their fat portions (Genesis 4:4) is the Bible’s earliest acknowledgement of this
sin atoning rite. God’s covering of Adam and Eve with animal skins
(Genesis 3:20) is another early revelation. Abraham, Issac, and Jacob
built mizbeachs at various places along their journeys. The first thing
Noah did when he left the ark was offer sacrifice of the “clean” animals he brought on board on a mizbeach.
Genesis 8:20
20 Then Noah built an altar (mizbeach) to the Lord, and
took of every clean animal and of every clean bird and offered
burnt offerings on the altar.
A thorough examination of divine Old Testament fellowship
shows mizbeach is fundamental to God’s dealings with man. We
could therefore see Abel’s replacement Seth (Genesis 4:25,26), and
Enoch (Genesis 5:23) logically added to the list. Once you offered
innocent sacrifice to atone for your sins, a time of fellowship could
follow as shown in the Mosaic tabernacle’s table of showbread (God’s
Word), altar of incense (prayer); lamp stand (revelation of the Holy
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Spirit), and Holy of Holies (presence of God) (Exodus 25-26). Read
the book of Leviticus to get up to speed on bereth. Then read the
Book of Hebrews, because without this New Testament book also
written by Paul, the Old Covenant teachings on blood covenant are
only partially understood.

Prayerless Job
Job offered animal sacrifice regularly and prayed at his altar until
the horrible trial struck his life.
Job 1:1-5
1 There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job; and
that man was blameless, upright, fearing God and turning
away from evil.
2 Seven sons and three daughters were born to him.
3 His possessions also were 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500
yoke of oxen, 500 female donkeys, and very many servants;
and that man was the greatest of all the men of the east.
4 His sons used to go and hold a feast in the house of each
one on his day, and they would send and invite their three
sisters to eat and drink with them.
5 When the days of feasting had completed their cycle,
Job would send and consecrate them, rising up early in
the morning and offering burnt offerings according to
the number of them all; for Job said, “Perhaps my sons
have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.” Thus Job did
continually.
The Patriarch’s trial was excruciatingly harsh. Beginning in Chapter 1 God knew Satan was sniffing around Job’s tremendous wealth
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and divine protection and agreed to Satan’s challenge that the goods,
not relationship with God, was all Job was about. He allowed Satan
to penetrate his protection on the grounds he didn’t touch Job. His
oxen and donkeys were stolen and their keepers were murdered by
Sabeans; fire destroyed his sheep and servants; Chaldeans stole his
camels and murdered their keepers; his children were crushed in a
house destroyed by tremendous winds.
In the beginning Job surmised the disaster was from God and
proclaimed his opinion in 1:21 “Naked I came from my mother’s
womb, and naked I shall return there. The Lord gave and the Lord
has taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.”
Verse 22 says, “Through all this Job did not sin nor did he blame
God.” But neither did he offer sacrifice to inquire of God’s wisdom as James says in the situation.
After the next series of attacks in which Satan was allowed to
touch, but not kill the patriarch, Job still believed it was God Who
was attacking him and wouldn’t agree with his wife’s advice to “curse
God and die” (2:9). But as his account progressed, Job finally did
agree and complained about his unfair treatment. His opinion wasn’t
true, as he opened his mouth emptily and multiplied words without knowledge (Job 35:16). It was Satan who was to blame.
Job 7:11
11 “Therefore I will not restrain my mouth;
I will speak in the anguish of my spirit,
I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.
Job 9:16
16 “If I called and He answered me,
60

Job and the Blood Covenant

I could not believe that He was listening to my voice.
Job 9:22-24
22 “It is all one; therefore I say,
‘He destroys the guiltless and the wicked.’
23 “If the scourge kills suddenly,
He mocks the despair of the innocent.
24 “The earth is given into the hand of the wicked;
He covers the faces of its judges.
If it is not He, then who is it?
Bildad’s advice in chapter 8:5-7 is good.
Job 8:5-7
5 “If you would seek God
And implore the compassion of the Almighty,
6 If you are pure and upright,
Surely now He would rouse Himself for you
And restore your righteous estate.
7 “Though your beginning was insignificant,
Yet your end will increase greatly.
Job’s citation of what he would ask of God in 10:1-7 if he thought
it would do any good could have probably stopped Satan’s attacks.
Job 10:1-7
1 I loathe my own life;
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I will give full vent to my complaint;
I will speak in the bitterness of my soul.
2 “I will say to God, ‘Do not condemn me;
Let me know why You contend with me.
3 ‘Is it right for You indeed to oppress,
To reject the labor of Your hands,
And to look favorably on the schemes of the wicked?
4 ‘Have You eyes of flesh?
Or do You see as a man sees?
5 ‘Are Your days as the days of a mortal,
Or Your years as man’s years,
6 That You should seek for my guilt
And search after my sin?
7 ‘According to Your knowledge I am indeed not guilty,
Yet there is no deliverance from Your hand.
But Job didn’t offer sacrifice to make his case, and his presumption and complaints only heightened.
Read Job’s 42 chapters and you will see instead of offering animal
sacrifice to discuss the situation with God, he listened to his ignorant
friends and set himself against God with many vain accusations until
the book’s end.
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The same covenant truth exists under the New Testament as
revealed in 1 John 1:6-9:
6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in
the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth;
7 but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light,
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus
His Son cleanses us from all sin.
8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves
and the truth is not in us.
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
As we will see in James, complaining in a trial will put you in the
same confusing predicament as Job. Confessing our sin and needs in
fellowship with Jesus is our blood covenant rite, from salvation on.
Jesus is our sacrifice. Our altar is the Cross.
After God sends His prophet Elihu, God shows up Himself.

Elihu
Job 34:10-12
10 “Therefore, listen to me, you men of understanding.
Far be it from God to do wickedness,
And from the Almighty to do wrong.
11 “For He pays a man according to his work,
And makes him find it according to his way.
12 “Surely, God will not act wickedly,
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And the Almighty will not pervert justice.
Job 34:35-37
35 ‘Job speaks without knowledge,
And his words are without wisdom.
36 ‘Job ought to be tried to the limit,
Because he answers like wicked men.
37 ‘For he adds rebellion to his sin;
He claps his hands among us,
And multiplies his words against God.’”
Job 35:15-16
15 …Nor has He acknowledged transgression well,
16 So Job opens his mouth emptily;
He multiplies words without knowledge.”
This is unfortunately what too many Christians do when trials
hit their lives, believing their sufferings are coming from God, they
“open their mouths emptily and multiply self-condemning words
without knowledge.”

God
God Himself then speaks to the stricken patriarch of His Divine
Creation and Omniscience in chapters 38-41.
Job 38:1-3
1 Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and said,
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2 “Who is this that darkens counsel
By words without knowledge?
3 “Now gird up your loins like a man,
And I will ask you, and you instruct Me!
Read these stunning chapters in which God boasts of His
omniscience and omnipotence. His Creation statements are nearly
unfathomable until He boasts on His animal and world creation,
producing in the end this Job chapter 42 response:
Job 42:1-6
1 Then Job answered the Lord and said,
2 “I know that You can do all things,
And that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted.
3 ‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’
“Therefore I have declared that which I did not understand,
Things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.”
4 ‘Hear, now, and I will speak;
I will ask You, and You instruct me.’
5 “I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear;
But now my eye sees You;
6 Therefore I retract,
And I repent in dust and ashes.”
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God then speaks of his displeasure with Job’s misguided comforters and commands them to bring animal sacrifice that Job can pray
over on behalf of them. Once Job prays, his fortunes are restored
two-fold.
Job 42:7-10
7 It came about after the Lord had spoken these words to
Job, that the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, “My wrath
is kindled against you and against your two friends, because
you have not spoken of Me what is right as My servant Job
has.
8 “Now therefore, take for yourselves seven bulls and
seven rams, and go to My servant Job, and offer up a burnt
offering for yourselves, and My servant Job will pray for
you. For I will accept him so that I may not do with you
according to your folly, because you have not spoken of
Me what is right, as My servant Job has.”
9 So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and
Zophar the Naamathite went and did as the Lord told them;
and the Lord accepted Job.
10 The Lord restored the fortunes of Job when he prayed for
his friends, and the Lord increased all that Job had twofold.
Coming before God at His altar (ours is the Cross) with covenant questions and words of faith finally occurred with Job after God
appeared to him personally and much of Satan’s damage was done. I
believe Job could have cut a covenant in chapter 1 maligning Satan’s
accusations and Satan would have been restrained.
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James on Job
In James chapter 5 the apostle makes a completely overlooked
remarkable comparison between Job’s complaining and Elijah’s
prayer of faith.
James 5:11,12,17,18
11 We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of
the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord’s
dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.
12 But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven
or by earth or with any other oath; but your yes is to be yes,
and your no, no, so that you may not fall under judgment.
17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed
earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the
land for three years and six months.
18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the
earth produced its fruit.
The context of verses 11 and 12 show Job is the subject of the
passage. There should be no separation of thought between them.
“God is merciful,” and “don’t complain like Job” is James’ teaching.
Elijah’s commentary advocates the power of faith-inspired prayer.
Scholars allege Job’s timeframe involved nine months start to finish. So in month one we could see Job offering sacrifice and praying
for his children. But we don’t see him offering sacrifice and praying
again until month nine. When he does he is restored two-fold all
of his goods and lives to the ripe old age of 140 as was common in
Abraham’s patriarchal age.
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Does the Holy Spirit through James tell us Job fell under judgment because of the words he spoke? If he would have kept his yes,
yes that didn’t blame God and worshipped at his altar, would God
have answered, and that would have been that? I think so. After all,
this is what He told Satan: “Have you considered My servant Job?
For there is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright
man, earing God and turning away from evil” (Job 1:8).
James completes chapter five with a teaching on the prophet
Elijah.

The Christian Spiritual Warrior
The Christian spiritual warrior may at times get “violent in the
Spirit” when praying the effectual fervent prayer James says avails
much (James 5:16b. KJV). More often it should simply be our mindset understanding Bible study and prayer is the way we check our
spiritual armor out of the armory as we devote ourselves to God’s will
daily and go about our affairs. Anything that tries to block the will of
God in our lives can be the mountain the world’s Creator Jesus said
we, with our words, can cast into the sea.

The Name of Jesus
James 5:11,12 tells us: “Don’t complain under trial as Job did. Let
the yes (God’s covenant promises) of your relationship with God be
‘Yes,’ and the lies of Satan’s opposition be ‘No.’ Stand your ground.”
Never forget that everything we do as Christians is to be done in
Jesus’ name. The name of Jesus is our Christian inheritance that wills
us the right standing (Righteousness) and armor of God detailed
in this book. As a signet ring worn by ancient families identifying
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themselves with their family line of descendants, the name of Jesus
has been given to the church by Jesus Himself to share His authority
when praying and warring in the Spirit. Everything in life is based on
His authority, and should be exercised in Jesus’ name.
Remember, Jesus said:
17 These signs will accompany those who have believed: in
My name they (you) will cast out demons, they (you) will
speak with new tongues;
18 they (you) will pick up serpents, and if they (you) drink
any deadly poison, it will not hurt them (you); they (you)
will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover” (Mark
16:17,18).
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Hebrews 2:3,4
3…After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was
confirmed to us by those who heard,
4 God also testifying with them, both by signs and wonders
and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit
according to His own will.

S

peaking Word of God faith is committed Christian disciple faith.
Jesus won’t oversee it for the compromising Christian not following Him. The level of ministry for each individual Christian is up
to the Lord. He calls his professional ministry (apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors, teachers). And He calls those in the congregation
to minister in various tasks. If you’re pastoring your home, business,
or job; if you’re leading your life under the authority of Scripture and
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conviction of the Holy Spirit, you are a dedicated follower of Jesus
and an inheritor of the armor of God. Check it out of the armory so
it doesn’t store useless and unused.
I often quote Jesus’ words in Luke 10 to remind the fallen rulers
of darkness of that truth.
18…“I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning.
19 Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents
and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and
nothing will injure you.
20 Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are
subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in
heaven.”
The world says, “see and believe”; the Word of God says, “believe
and see.” That some have misconstrued this reality by wishing for
misguided wealth instead of God’s will doesn’t render the truth of
confession nil.
The Word of God is made known throughout the earth through
the speaking of our faith. And whether you choose to believe the
literal words of Jesus or not, the words you speak daily compile the
spiritual fabric of your life.
If it wasn’t in the Bible, I wouldn’t have believed it, and I’ve lived
it now for some four decades because the Word of God is true. Have
I lived it perfectly? No, because I’m not perfect, but I chose long ago
to believe and speak the Word of God when speaking the natural
circumstances surrounding me would have been more convenient.
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Armor of Light
Paul refers to the Christian’s TO&E in Romans 13:12 as the putting on of Jesus’ Armor of Light. In this passage the Holy Spirit
reminds us once again that it is He who protects our minds when we
are filled with Him.
Romans 13:11-14
11 Do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for
you to awaken from sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us
than when we believed.
12 The night is almost gone, and the day is near. Therefore
let us lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor
of light.
13 Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and
drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in
strife and jealousy.
14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision
for the flesh in regard to its lusts.
Consider everything Jesus and Paul had to say about the power
of God’s Word and demonstrated in Scripture. Remember, our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual
forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.
Psalm 103:20 says when we speak the Word of God, His angels
who hear His Word, perform His Word.
Psalm 103:20
Bless the Lord, you His angels, Mighty in strength, who perform
His word, Obeying the voice of His word!
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Believe it. Speak, “Lord Jesus, I believe your lordship is over my
home and believe in Your presence and angelic protection. You give
your angels charge concerning me to bear me up in their hands lest I
dash my foot against a stone (Psalm 91:11,12). They are ministering
spirits assigned to the heirs of salvation (Hebrews 1:14). They are
mighty in strength, who perform Your word, Obeying the voice of
Your word! (Psalm 103:20)
Jesus is the Apostle and High Priest of your confession (Hebrews
3:1Gk: homologeo/homologea [to assent, i.e. covenant, acknowledge:
profess; give thanks, promise]). So speak His Word and praises.
Receive the Holy Spirit’s instruction (1 Corinthians 2:10-13).
Forbid Satan’s doctrine that blames earth’s evil on God (James
1:13).
Destroy speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the
knowledge of God by taking every thought captive to the obedience
(Word) of Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5).
Put aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all
slander, like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so
that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, if you have tasted the
kindness of the Lord (1 Peter 2:1-3).
Let the Word of God “dwell in you richly, with all wisdom teaching
and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God” (Colossians
3:16).
Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only
such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the
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moment, so it will give grace to those who hear. Do not grieve the
Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption (Ephesians 4:29,30).
14 Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth,
and having put on the breastplate of righteousness,
15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the
gospel of peace;
16 in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which
you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the
evil one.
17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God. (Ephesians 6:14-17).
As you allow God’s Bible truth to endow the reality of your mindframe, you stand on behalf of Him in the face of life.
Speak the word of God in season and out of season (2 Timothy 4:1).
Think about who Jesus has recreated you to be daily, and be it.
Bind (forbid) Satan in Jesus’ name as the Lord directed Peter in
Matthew 16:19. The Word of God contains His Kingdom’s Keys.
Remember, in Luke 10 Jesus said:
18 “I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning.
19 Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents
and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and
nothing will injure you.
20 Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are
subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in
heaven.”
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In Mark 16:17-18 Jesus said the signs of casting out demons and
healing for those you lay hands on would confirm God’s word with
signs that follow.
Why? Because, like the seventy, we are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that
we may proclaim (speak) the excellencies of Him who has called us
out of darkness into His marvelous light; for once we were not a people, but now we are the people of God; we had not received mercy,
but now we have received mercy (1 Peter 2: 9,10).
I pray the Lord gives you a spirit of wisdom and understanding
in the knowledge of Him to move forward from here as a victor in
the armor of God. Let the Word of God bless your speech daily in
prayer. Wield His sword of the spirit when confronted by the lies
of Satan that tempt unbelief. Be a believing believer and take Jesus’
authority to subject demon spirits. Live calm and at peace in Christ,
and let no opposition deter you from His way.
Joshua 1:9
9 Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed,
for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
God bless you richly.
In Jesus’ Name,
Mark Norris
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